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Clark 's Change of | obs

Move Seems to Show

As Troubleshooter Than Security Adviser

He Is More Valuable

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New Vork Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 14 — By nam-:
ing Williamn P. Clark as Secretary of‘
the Interior, President Reagan has
seemed to underscore that Mr. Clark

was dispensable :as the

White House’s national se-

curity adviser, but is indis-

pensable to him as a politi-y
" cal troubleshodter. e

Twenty-four hours after the surprise<
announcement that Mr. Clark was
being named to replace James G. Watt,
the prevailing opinion in Washington
appeared to be that the President had
made this decision for reasons having
little to do with foreign policy and
much to do with Mr. Clark. The former
national security adviser was reported
to have wanted to be reiieved of duty in

News
Analytis

!
1

sudden departure would cause any (

Harm? !
“Mr. Shultz, his aides said, learned of
the-President’s decision only after it
was made. Was Mr. Shultz not con-
sulied because the President was not
‘inclined tg take him into his confi-.
dence? Or was it because the President
knew from past conversations that Mr.
Shultz would welcome such a move?
- There were growing signs in conver-
sations with State Department officials
today that it may well have been the !
latter — the knowledge that Mr. Shultz
would be pleased by Mr. Clark’s depar-
tureé from the national security post.
Mr. Shultz’s aides had complained
that Mr. Clark was increasingly intrud-
ing into Mr. Shultz’s areas of responsi-

the White House Situation Room,

where his grasp of the intricacies of

foreign policy was weak. And his per-

sonal chemistry with Mr. Reagan
| made it attractive for the President to
choose him as Mr. Watt’s replacement.
i Nevertheless, the way the switch was
i managed by Mr. Reagan has raised
! scme foreign-policy questions-that nei-
"ther White House nor State Depart-
"ment officials were able to answer
| today. They had all been caught by sur-
| prise by Mr. Reagan’s decision to re-
i move his longtime aide as head of the
5 National Security Council staff and
| make him the administrator of the na-
' tion’s natural resources.

. dations.
. ‘Even More Strained’
- *“Even though George did his best to

bility, was making decisions without!
clearing them with the Secretary of
State and was using his proximity and
friendship with the President to over-
turn some of Mr. Shultz’s recommen-

avoid going public,” a friend of Mr.
Shultz said, “‘I would say that his rela-
{ tions with Clark were even more
| strained than Vance’s with Brzezin-
| ski’s.”” He was referring to the often
publicized disagreements between
| President Carter’s Secretary of State,
'Cyrus R. Vance; and his national ‘se-
curity adviser, Zbigniew Brzezinski.

i

-What stands out in conversations

The questions being asked most Ur- | with officials who deal in the foreign
» gently were: Why .did the President ' policy and military fields is their lack
: move S0 precipitously to name Mr. 'of regret at Mr. Clark’s departure. He
) Clark as Interior Secretary without at | was viewed as a neophyte when he en-
! the same time settling on his replace- | tered the State Department in 1981 as
' ment? And why had the President not | Alexander M. Haig Jr.’s Deputy Secre-
| consulted with Secretary of State ' tary, and he never succeeded indispel-

j : ' | ling that impression am foreign-af-

George P. Shultz, to see if Mr. Clark’s ' r.; " o rotessionals, evmmgfter ngegrly
' two years as national security adviser.

‘‘Can you imagine the uproar if Jerry

Ford had asked Henry Kissinger to be-

:come Secretary of Commerce, or if

i Carter had shifted Brzezinski to the

Labor Department?’’ a State Depart-

ment official said today. “It’s not un-

thinkable for Clark to go to Interior be-

cause he does not create a foreign-
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I policy vacuum.”’

As for the delay in selecting a re-

'placement for Mr. Clark, there were
1some signs today that the choice was
,proving more difficult than some Ad-
‘ministration officials first anticipated. ;

If Mr. McFarlane is selected — and

| White House aides said he remained
the leading candidate — it will still

leave the Administration with the prob-
lem of having to name another special

Middie East envoy at a particularly

delicate time in that region.
Mr. McFarlane is primarily re-

garded as a skilled staff officer, a team
player with no political base of his own. !
That makes him attractive to some ;
State Department officials whose vi- :

sion of the “‘perfect’” national security
adviser was Brent Scowcroft, who held
that job in the Ford Administration and

who worked easily with Henry A. Kis-

singer, who gave up the security ad-
viser post under President Ford but
continued to serve as Secretary of
State.
Conservatives Lost ‘Their Man’
But what makes Mr. McFarlane ac-
ceptable to Mr. Shultz — even though

‘they have had their share of differ-

ences over Middle East policy — is
what makes him less attractive to

some of Mr. Reagan’s more conserva- -

tive supporters, who viewed Mr. Clark
as “‘their man”’ in the White House.

Most State Department officials
agree that Mr. Clark was ‘“hard line’’ ;

in some of his attitudes, but was not as
rigid as some of his supporters thought
he was. It is assumed by some State
Department officials that Mr. Reagan
is considering naming Jeane J. Kirk-
patrick, who also has conservative sup-
port, to replace Mr. Clark.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick is said by some offi-
cials to have resented being passed
over when Mr. Clark repiaced Richard
V. Allen in 1982; she has not been
particularly happy at the United Na-
tions, where she is the chief American
delegate, and she seems to have a good
relationship with Mr. Reagan.

Shultz Meets With Reagan

State Department aides said Mr.
Shultz met with Mr. Reagan at lunch
today to discuss his views on who
should hold the national security ad-
viser post, and they speculated that he
was urging that either Mr. Scowcroft,
already involved in this administration
as a special arms-contro! adviser, or
Mr. McFarlane, be given the post.

But both Defense Secretary Caspar
W. Weinberger and the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, William J. Casey, are
said to be closer ideologically to Mrs.
Kirkpatrick than to Mr. McFarlane.

" Whatever the President’s decision, it
will have to be made soon, because
otherwise the interagency coordination
of foreign and military policy suffers
and the impression is created at home
and abroad of an Administration with a
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